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gardens, rock gardens, landscape gardens with ponds and
trickling waters, smooth lawns, arbours, and wildernesses
had no equal.

Perhaps, to some, the inside of ' Friedrichshof' had the
air of a museum, but to the Empress the heterogeneous
antiques collected from the junk shops of Europe, the cases
of coins and medals, the statuary good and bad, the works
of art, the copies of works of art, the massive replica of the
altar-piece of Cologne Cathedral in her overflowing library,
gave intense happiness. She used to say to her guests:
" One loves one's own possessions. One strokes them with
one's eyes."

Each morning at half-past ten Empress Frederick came
into her library to study economics, art, theology, philosophy,
history, literature, science, social hygiene, or European
literature. The margins of her books grew thick with pithy
pencilled comments of an arrogant naiveti only surpassed
by the unsolicited State scribblings of her Imperial son.
Yet, once again, in justice to the amazing brain of this
woman, it must be stressed that she was no intellectual
dilettante. She could satisfactorily have held a University
chair of lectureship in most of these subjects.

The Empress was never idle. There were many ancient
remains in the district. She started excavating in all direc-
tions and gave Germany many new historical relics. She
tracked down secret passageways. She restored the local
church. She played a leading part in local charities. In her
manner she must have mellowed considerably, for there is
no doubt that around Homburg she was genuinely beloved.
She was frequently seen in England.

The wife of the French Ambassador in London recalls a
conversation with Dowager Empress Frederick. Her
husband had been recalled to Paris, and the Empress
commiserated with her upon her misfortune at having to
leave London,' the great centre of the world.' The Ambas-
sadress, when the Empress had left her, had her comment
to make upon Queen Victoria's German daughter. "An
fond," she exclaimed, " notwithstanding all the years she has